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Research Questions:

What happens when early voting sites change? 

Will change be enough to tilt some habitual early voters:
• away from voting? (a turnout effect) 
• to alter their method of voting? (a substitution effect)

Is the effect magnified:
• when the distance increases?
• when the voter is from a racial minority?

3 Related but Distinct Dependent Variables:

• First: measure the effect of early voting locations on turnout
• Cases with a value of zero used early voting in 2016 and 2018
• Cases with a value of one voted early in 2016 and did not vote at all in 2018

• Second: measure effect of polling place movement on the substitution effect
• 0 = voters who voted early in 2016 and 2018
• 1 = voters who voted early in 2016, and voted in 2018 but used another vote 

method
• Third: scale of voting methods/habits

• 0 = people who voted early in 2016 and didn’t vote in 2018
• 1 = people who voted early in 2016 and voted in 2018 but cast their vote 

either on election day or by mail 
• 2 = voters who voted early in both 2016 and 2018

Findings:

Habitual early voters who have their early voting locations changed are 
about 2 percentage points less likely to vote & about 3 percentage 
more likely to change their method of voting than those whose early 
voting sites remained. 
The effects are attenuated if the distance to the polling site are 
reduced.

The effects are compounded among voters of color who cast ballots 
early.

The Case, Data, and Methods:

• The Case: 2018 Uniform and Expanded Early Voting Act
• Reduced # of early voting locations in 70 out of 100 NC counties

• The Data: NC State Board of Elections Registered Voter File & Voter 
History
• Calculation of changes in driving distances for 2016 early voters pre-

and post-changes.
• The Methods: Models estimating the effect of early voting location 

changes on turnout & choice of voting method.
• Models estimating the effect of distance to polling place changes on 

turnout & choice of voting method.
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