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Linda Smith is director of BPC’s Early Childhood Development Initiative. She most recently served as the 
deputy assistant secretary for early childhood development in the Administration for Children and Families 
(ACF) at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. In this role she provided overall policy 
coordination for the Head Start and Early Head Start programs and the Child Care and Development Fund. 
She also served as the department’s liaison to the U.S. Department of Education and other federal agencies. 
Smith served as a legislative fellow and professional staffer on the Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee under the chairmanship of the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy. Prior to this work, she 
was the director of the Office of Family Policy for the Secretary of Defense, where she was one of the primary 
architects of the military’s child care program. Additionally, she has held positions with both the U.S. Army 
and U.S. Air Force. 

Smith began her career in early childhood education on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation in her native 
state of Montana. She is a graduate of the University of Montana. 
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PANELISTS 

 
Caitlin Molina 

Title 
@speaker2015 

Caitlin Molina currently serves as a Deputy Director for the Rhode 
Island Department of Human Services. RI DHS offers benefits and resources to more than 
300,00 families in Rhode Island. Caitlin manages all external affairs, community partnerships, 
and legislative advancement of Departmental priorities. She has previously served as the 
Assistant Director for Child Care for the Rhode Island Department of Human Services. She also 
has experience as a teacher and literacy specialist. Caitlin holds a Bachelor of Arts in Early 
Childhood Education from John Carroll University. 
 

 
 
 

 
Claire Taylor 

Director of Client Services, Morning Consult 
 

“Claire Taylor is a Director for Morning Consult, leading survey research, advocacy and 
messaging strategy for advocacy organizations, government affairs and trade associations. 
Her expertise ranges across industries – with a special concentration in the health care sector  – 
working with associations and nonprofits to offer strategic market research from Morning 
Consult’s exclusive data intelligence. Before joining Morning Consult, she worked at a research 
firm conducting qualitative and quantitative research for nonprofit organizations.  
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Claire holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Missouri, and she currently 
resides in Washington, D.C.” 

 

 
Anubhav Bagley 

Independent Contractor 
 

“Anubhav Bagley is the Regional Analytics Director at the Maricopa Association of 

Governments.  He is responsible for regional socioeconomic datasets, geographic information 

systems, census activities, and the development and maintenance of regional land use models.  

Mr. Bagley serves on the Early Literacy Advisory Board for Read On Arizona.  Currently, 

Anubhav is consulting with the Bipartisan Policy Center in the development of a unique spatial 

analysis and mapping technique to model the need for child care by state.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


