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BACKGROUND +  METHODOLOGY 

BACKGROUND

The research conducted by Morning Consult on behalf of the Bipartisan Policy Center seeks to understand the 

public’s views of the immigration system and where there may be common ground between Democrats and 

Republicans on policy solutions. Research objectives include: 

1. Understanding where immigration falls in comparison to other issue areas 

2. The importance the Biden-Harris administration and Congress should place on immigration

3. The most important immigration policy priorities, and where/if there is common ground among 

Democrats and Republicans on important immigration policy issues 

4. Where/if there is appetite to compromise among Democrats and Republicans in order to get immigration 

legislation passed

METHODOLOGY

Wave 1 of the survey was conducted between April 2-6, 2021 among a sample of 2,200 adults and between 
April 1-5 among a sample of 1,000 Hispanic adults. Wave 2 of the survey was conducted between May 1-3, 
2021 among a sample of 2,200 adults and between April 30-May 3, 2021 among a sample of 1,000 Hispanic 
adults. The interviews were conducted online and the data were weighted to approximate a target sample of 
adults based on age, educational attainment, gender, race, and region, and Hispanic data was weighted to 
approximate a target sample of Hispanic adults based on age, educational attainment, gender, and region. 
Results from the adult sample have a margin of error of +/- 2%, and results among Hispanic adults have a 
margin of error of +/-3%.
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B AC K G R O U N D  +  M ETH OD OLOG Y 

R

D

ACCEPT DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

DROP REPUBLICAN POLICIES

I D EA T I O N

A S S E S S
P O S S I B L E

B I P A R T I S A N
C O MP R O MI S E

ACCEPT REPUBLICAN POLICIES

DROP DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

• What are the most important immigration policy priorities?

• Is there bipartisan agreement on any immigration policy issues, 
and if so, where?

• Does bipartisan compromise seem possible on immigration 
policy issues, and if so, which issues?

S U R V E Y
W A V E  2

S U R V E Y
W A V E  1

A N A L Y Z E
W A V E  1

R E S U L T S



MAXDIFF ANALYSIS

AG E N D A

PARTISAN COMPROMISES

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
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MAXDIFF ANALYSIS

Maximum Difference Scaling (Max-Diff) is a discrete choice 

methodology which asks respondents to make a series of forced 

choice responses about a larger list of like-type variables. 

Through an experimental design and implementation we are able to 

mathematically assess the rank-ordering of these variables and, 

perhaps most importantly, assess the relative preference for each 

option. 

Max-Diff data collection and analysis method is used to measure 

respondents’ relative preferences for differing alternatives. Max-Diff 

measures statements competitively in a series of sets rather than 

individually in a list. This allows us to see trends in individual 

respondent preferences and determine which items are truly 

more vs. less important by forcing trade-offs.

Respondents were asked to rank the importance of a set of 15 

factors when thinking about which issues they believe are most 

important for legislators to prioritize in immigration policy proposals 

at this time, and which issues are least important for legislators to 

prioritize in immigration policy proposals at this time.

M O S T  IM P O R T AN T L E AS T  IM P O R T AN T

Allow citizens and permanent 

residents to bring family 

members to live with them in the 

U.S. 

Remove all immigrants who are 

already inside the United States 

without authorization.

Provide visas for immigrants who 

invest in research and innovation 

into new technologies or 

products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

Invest in systems to prevent 

immigrants from entering the 

U.S. legally but overstay their 

visas.

Set immigration levels to counter 

population declines to sustain 

social security programs and 

maintain economic growth. 

Please indicate which issue you believe is most important for legislators to prioritize in immigration 

policy proposals at this time, and which factor is least important for legislators to prioritize in 

immigration policy proposals at this time.
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M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S

1. [ECONOMY] Provide visas for immigrants who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies cannot find U.S. workers 

to support their workforce needs. 

2. [ECONOMY] Provide visas for immigrants who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the U.S. 

economy.

3. [VULNERABLE POPULATIONS] Provide a place of permanent refuge and 

safety for those fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, 

religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social 

group.

4. [VULNERABLE POPULATIONS] Provide a place of temporary refuge and 

safety for those fleeing their country due to war, armed conflict, or natural 

disasters.

5. [VULNERABLE POPULATIONS] Provide a place of temporary refuge and 

safety for those fleeing their country due to extreme poverty or rampant 

crime that their country’s government is unable or unwilling to address.

6. [VULNERABLE POPULATIONS] Provide permanent residency to those who 

have been provided temporary refuge and lived in the U.S. for many years 

after fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group.

7. [FAMILY] Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to 

live with them in the U.S. 

8. [SUPPORT APPROPRIATE POPULATION LEVELS] Set immigration levels 

to counter population declines to sustain social security programs and 

maintain economic growth. 

9. [CONTROL UNAUTHORIZED MIGRATION] Prevent immigrants who are not 

authorized to enter the United States under immigration laws from migrating 

at the border.

10. [CONTROL UNAUTHORIZED MIGRATION] Remove all immigrants who are 

already inside the United States without authorization.

11. [CONTROL UNAUTHORIZED MIGRATION] Remove immigrants who are 

already inside the United States without authorization and have committed 

serious crimes after arrival.

12. [CONTROL UNAUTHORIZED MIGRATION] Invest in systems to prevent 

immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay their visas.

13. [CONTROL UNAUTHORIZED MIGRATION] Invest in systems like E-Verify

that verify employees are eligible to work in the U.S. to prevent unauthorized 

immigrants from pursuing work in the U.S. 

14. [PROMOTE DOMESTIC INTEGRATION] Provide support to immigrants with 

their integration to the U.S. including understanding the process and 

requirements, learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

15. [PROMOTE DOMESTIC INTEGRATION] Provide information and resources to 

immigrants before or upon arrival about adjusting to life in the United States

and navigating employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.

Please indicate which issue you believe is most important for legislators to prioritize in immigration policy proposals at this 
time, and which factor is least important for legislators to prioritize in immigration policy proposals at this time.
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M AX D IFF AN AL YS I S

R

D

ACCEPT DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

DROP REPUBLICAN POLICIES

I D EA T I O N

A S S E S S
P O S S I B L E

B I P A R T I S A N
C O MP R O MI S E

ACCEPT REPUBLICAN POLICIES

DROP DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

• What are the 
most 
important 
immigration 
policy 
priorities?

S U R V E Y
W A V E  2

S U R V E Y
W A V E  1

A N A L Y Z E
W A V E  1

R E S U L T S
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Average MaxDiff Utility Scores for various attributes (relative preference of each item); if an attribute 
has a score of 100, adults are equally as likely to say that’s the most important issue area for legislators to 
prioritize; a score of 200 means they will select it twice as often as average, a score of 50 means they will 
select it half as often as average.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

287

146

122

118

100

97

91

88

85

85

66

59

58

55

42 Average utility score is 100

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes after arrival.

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from migrating at the border.

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization.

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where companies can't find U.S. workers.

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their country’s government can't or won't 

address.

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of the U.S. economy.

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, learning English, and receiving a 

civics education.

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing work in the U.S.

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in the U.S.

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and employment, housing, finance, health care, 

or other needs.

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security programs and maintain economic 

growth.

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay their visas.
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Adults’ most important immigration policy priority is removing unauthorized immigrants who have 
committed serious crimes after arrival, followed by preventing unauthorized immigrants from migrating 
at the border and giving permanent residency to those who have lived in the U.S. for many years and fled 
persecution due to race, religion, nationality, etc.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average MaxDiff Utility Scores for various attributes (relative preference of each item); if an attribute has a score of 100, adults are equally as likely to say that’s the most important issue 

area for legislators to prioritize; a score of 200 means they will select it twice as often as average, a score of 50 means they will select it half as often as average.

287

146

122

118

100

97

91

88

85

85

66

59

58

55

42 Average utility score is 100

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes after arrival.

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from migrating at the border.

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization.

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where companies can't find U.S. workers.

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their country’s government can't or won't 

address.

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of the U.S. economy.

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, learning English, and receiving a 

civics education.

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing work in the U.S.

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in the U.S.

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and employment, housing, finance, health care, 

or other needs.

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security programs and maintain economic 

growth.

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay their visas.
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MaxDiff Key Findings

Removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes after arrival is the most 

important immigration policy priority to adults overall.

• With an average utility score of 287, removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes is estimated to 

be nearly three times as important as the average variable. 

• This policy priority is also the most important across and within a wide variety of demographic groups, including gender, age, 

partisanship, education, and income, among others.

1
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The most important priority across all parties is removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization 
and who committed serious crimes after arrival. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Adults Democrat Independent Republican

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 192 294 417

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 89 161 214

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 172 113 58

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 56 123 203

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 139 93 51

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 111 104 72

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 128 84 45

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 97 94 68

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 105 81 62

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 115 84 44

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 59 63 80

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 75 50 43

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 70 59 38

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 55 54 57

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 37 45 47

Average 

utility 

score

This is especially important to Republicans – 2x as many value this policy as 

most important than the next highest policy (preventing unauthorized migration).
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MaxDiff Key Findings

Democrats and Republicans are divided on most immigration policy priorities, but there are still some areas of bipartisan 

consensus.

• Partisans both place high importance on removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes 

after arrival. 

• There is still some partisan disagreement on this issue, though; the issue is estimated to be 4x as important as the average policy 

priority to Republicans (417) and 2x as important as the average policy priority to Democrats (192).

• Democrats and Republicans also see issues focused on providing visas for those supporting the U.S. economy through filling positions 

where companies cannot find U.S. workers and investing in research and innovation as only moderately important compared to other policy 

areas.

Removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes after arrival is the most 

important immigration policy priority to adults overall.

• With an average utility score of 287, removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes is estimated to 

be nearly three times as important as the average variable. 

• This policy priority is also the most important across and within a wide variety of demographic groups, including gender, age, 

partisanship, education, and income, among others.

1

2
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Immigration policy priorities focused on removing immigrants and preventing their entry into the 
country are more important to Republicans than Democrats or independents.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Adults Democrat Independent Republican

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 192 294 417

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 89 161 214

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 172 113 58

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 56 123 203

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 139 93 51

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 111 104 72

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 128 84 45

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 97 94 68

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 105 81 62

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 115 84 44

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 59 63 80

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 75 50 43

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 70 59 38

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 55 54 57

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 37 45 47

Average 

utility 

score
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Democrats consistently place higher importance on tested policies about providing temporary or 
permanent refuge than Republicans and independents.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Adults Democrat Independent Republican

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 192 294 417

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 89 161 214

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 172 113 58

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 56 123 203

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 139 93 51

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 111 104 72

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 128 84 45

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 97 94 68

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 105 81 62

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 115 84 44

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 59 63 80

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 75 50 43

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 70 59 38

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 55 54 57

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 37 45 47

Average 

utility 

score
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Policy options focused on providing visas for those supporting the U.S. economy or investing in research 
and innovation garner a more moderate and less polarizing response across all parties. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Adults Democrat Independent Republican

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 192 294 417

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 89 161 214

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 172 113 58

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 56 123 203

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 139 93 51

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 111 104 72

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 128 84 45

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 97 94 68

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 105 81 62

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 115 84 44

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 59 63 80

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 75 50 43

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 70 59 38

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 55 54 57

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 37 45 47

Average 

utility 

score
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MaxDiff Key Findings

Democrats and Republicans are divided on most immigration policy priorities, but there are still some areas of bipartisan 

consensus.

• Partisans both place high importance on removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes 

after arrival. 

• There is still some partisan disagreement on this issue, though; the issue is estimated to be 4x as important as the average policy 

priority to Republicans (417) and 2x as important as the average policy priority to Democrats (192).

• Democrats and Republicans also see issues focused on providing visas for those supporting the U.S. economy through filling positions 

where companies cannot find U.S. workers and investing in research and innovation as only moderately important compared to other policy 

areas.

Removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes after arrival is the most 

important immigration policy priority to adults overall.

• With an average utility score of 287, removing immigrants in the U.S. without authorization who have committed serious crimes is estimated to 

be nearly three times as important as the average variable. 

• This policy priority is also the most important across and within a wide variety of demographic groups, including gender, age, 

partisanship, education, and income, among others.

1

2

Among Republicans, higher importance is placed on issues regarding temporary and permanent immigration by those who 

align with the Republican Party than by those who identify as Trump supporters.

• Providing visas for immigrants who support the U.S. economy and immigrants that invest in research and immigration was estimated to have 

twice the utility among Republican voters who identify with the Republican Party (80) compared to those who identified more with

Donald Trump who ranked the issues at a utility score of 40.

2
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M AX D IFF AN AL YS I S  

A majority of Republican adults (64%) and Republican Hispanic adults (66%) identify more strongly 
with the Republican Party, while a third identified closer to Donald Trump (31%). 

Thinking about your political views, which of the following do you identify more strongly with? 

REPUBLICAN HISPANIC ADULTS, n=275REPUBLICAN ADULTS, n=756

64%

31%

5%

Republican Party Donald Trump Don't know/No opinion

66%

29%

5%

Republican Party Donald Trump Don't know/No opinion
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Those who identify closer to Donald Trump place higher priority on removing immigrants already in the U.S. and 
preventing migration at the border than those identify as closer to the Republican Party, although these policies 
remain in the top set of priorities for both groups.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Identify with Republican Party Identify with Trump

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 427 413

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 194 272

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 64 42

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 182 246

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 55 38

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 83 50

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 51 31

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 80 40

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 59 61

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 50 31

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 74 90

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 40 46

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 37 37

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 58 56

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 46 48



19

Among Republicans, those who identify as closer to the Republican Party than Trump place greater 
importance on issues of allowing temporary or permanent refuge. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Identify with Republican Party Identify with Trump

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 427 413

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 194 272

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 64 42

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 182 246

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 55 38

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 83 50

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 51 31

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 80 40

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 59 61

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 50 31

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 74 90

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 40 46

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 37 37

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 58 56

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 46 48
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Hispanic adults say removing unauthorized immigrants who have committed serious crimes after arrival 
is their top priority, where giving permanent residency to those in the U.S. for many years and providing 
visas for immigrants supporting the U.S. economy fall second and third.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average MaxDiff Utility Scores for various attributes (relative preference of each item); if an attribute has a score of 100, Hispanic adults are equally as likely to say that’s the most important 

issue area for legislators to prioritize; a score of 200 means they will select it twice as often as average, a score of 50 means they will select it half as often as average.

208

162

127

113

108

100

100

97

96

87

73

69

68

51

41 Average utility score is 100

HISPANIC ADULTS

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes after arrival.

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where companies can't find U.S. workers.

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their country’s government can't or won't 

address.

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, learning English, and receiving a 

civics education.

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from migrating at the border.

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of the U.S. economy.

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization.

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing work in the U.S.

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in the U.S.

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and employment, housing, finance, health care, 

or other needs.

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security programs and maintain economic 

growth.

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay their visas.
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Hispanic Republicans place higher importance on policies about removing unauthorized immigrants or 
restricting unauthorized border migration than Hispanic Democrats or independents.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Hispanic Adults PID: Dem (no lean) PID: Ind (no lean) PID: Rep (no lean)

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
208 137 231 345

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

162 204 157 66

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
127 143 118 103

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
113 141 108 55

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
108 134 102 58

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
100 117 94 68

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
100 61 107 182

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
97 115 96 57

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
96 106 87 86

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 87 40 102 177

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
73 56 79 104

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them

in the U.S.
69 81 66 42

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
68 83 62 42

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
51 51 48 55

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
41 31 43 62

HISPANIC ADULTS
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In contrast, Hispanic Democrats place higher importance than Hispanic Republicans on policies that 
provide temporary or permanent refuge. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Hispanic Adults PID: Dem (no lean) PID: Ind (no lean) PID: Rep (no lean)

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
208 137 231 345

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

162 204 157 66

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
127 143 118 103

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
113 141 108 55

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
108 134 102 58

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
100 117 94 68

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
100 61 107 182

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
97 115 96 57

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
96 106 87 86

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 87 40 102 177

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
73 56 79 104

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them

in the U.S.
69 81 66 42

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
68 83 62 42

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
51 51 48 55

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
41 31 43 62

HISPANIC ADULTS
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P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISE  

R

D

ACCEPT DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

DROP REPUBLICAN POLICIES

I D EA T I O N

A S S E S S
P O S S I B L E

B I P A R T I S A N
C O MP R O MI S E

ACCEPT REPUBLICAN POLICIES

DROP DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

• Using the MaxDiff analysis from Wave 1, we 
identified the top policy priorities among 
Republicans and Democrats.

• In Wave 2, we used these findings to ask each 
party how willing they are to accept the top 
priorities of the other party. 

• We also asked each party how willing they are to 
drop the top priorities of their own party.

S U R V E Y
W A V E  2

S U R V E Y
W A V E  1

A N A L Y Z E
W A V E  1

R E S U L T S
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P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISE  

1. Provide legal status and a means to earn citizenship under certain 

conditions, such as passing background checks or paying taxes for 

undocumented people who have lived in the country for a long period of 

time.

2. Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. including 

understanding the immigration process and requirements, learning English, 

and receiving a basic civics education.

3. Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing their 

country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.

4. Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. economy

through filling positions where companies have been unable to find 

enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

5. Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the U.S. 

economy.

6. Provide permanent visas to those who received temporary visas 

granting refuge in the country and who have lived in the U.S. for many 

years.

7. Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing their 

country due to extreme poverty or rampant crime that their country's 

government is unable or unwilling to address.

8. Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, nationality, 

political opinion, or membership in a particular social group.

Democratic and Republican Immigration Policy Priorities

DEMOCRATIC PRIORITIES

1. Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, nationality, 

political opinion, or membership in a particular social group.

2. Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. including 

understanding the immigration process and requirements, learning English, and 

receiving a basic civics education.

3. Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. economy through 

filling positions where companies have been unable to find enough U.S. 

workers to meet their workforce needs.

4. Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and innovation 

into new technologies or products for future growth of the U.S. economy.

5. Invest in systems like E-Verify that ensure employees are eligible to work in the 

U.S. to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing work in the U.S.

6. Prevent migrants from crossing the borders without authorization.

7. Remove immigrants who are already inside the United States without 

authorization.

REPUBLICAN PRIORITIES
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M AX D IFF AN AL YS I S

R

D

ACCEPT DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

DROP REPUBLICAN POLICIES

I D EA T I O N

A S S E S S
P O S S I B L E

B I P A R T I S A N
C O MP R O MI S E

ACCEPT REPUBLICAN POLICIES

DROP DEMOCRATIC POLICIES

• Among the 
immigration 
priorities that are 
most important 
to Republicans 
and Democrats, 
where, or is 
there, 
willingness to 
compromise? 

S U R V E Y
W A V E  2

S U R V E Y
W A V E  1

A N A L Y Z E
W A V E  1

R E S U L T S
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Partisan Compromises Key Findings

Democrats and Republicans are unlikely to compromise on most issues, but partisans come closer together in 

their views on providing visas to stimulate the U.S. economy.

• Among top Republican priorities, partisans are most likely to compromise on increasing visas for those who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies have been unable to find enough U.S. workers. 

• 52% of Democrats would accept this top Republican policy, and 18% of Republicans would be wiling to drop it as a policy 

priority area.

• Among top Democratic priorities, increasing visas for those who can support the U.S. economy for those who can fill positions 

and invest in research and innovation were the most unifying immigration policy priorities

• 30% of Republicans would accept increasing visas to fill positions and 26% would accept increasing visas for research and 

innovation.

• 20% of Democrats are willing to drop increasing visas to fill positions and 19% are willing to drop increasing visas for research 

and innovation.

1
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39%

34%

30%

24%

18%

P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

53

52

46

35

25

14

18

16

11

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those 

fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, 

religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a 

particular social group.

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. 

including understanding the immigration process and requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies have been 

unable to find enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

Invest in systems like E-Verify that ensure employees are eligible to 

work in the U.S. to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.

Prevent migrants from crossing the borders without authorization.

Remove immigrants who are already inside the United States 

without authorization.

Among the top seven immigration policy priorities for Republicans, Democrats (52%) and Republicans (18%) are 
most likely to compromise on increasing visas for those who can support the U.S. economy through filling positions 
where companies have been unable to find enough U.S. workers. 

16

1820

34

*The policy priority issue “Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, 

or membership in a particular social group” was not tested to see Democrats’ willingness to drop because it was also listed as one of the top Democratic priorities.

Democrats willing to accept
Republican priority

Republicans willing to drop
Republican priority

50%0%

REPUBLICAN PRIORITIES
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28%

18%

P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Provide legal status and a means to earn citizenship under certain 

conditions, such as passing background checks or paying taxes for 

undocumented people who have lived in the country for a long period 

of time.

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. 

including understanding the immigration process and requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

their country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies have been 

unable to find enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

Provide permanent visas to those who received temporary visas 

granting refuge in the country and who have lived in the U.S. for 

many years.

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

their country due to extreme poverty or rampant crime that their 

country's government is unable or unwilling to address.

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those 

fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, 

religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a 

particular social group.

1820

Democrats willing to drop
Democratic priority

Republicans willing to accept
Democratic priority

17%

10%

7%

12%

10%

42

33

31

30

26

14

15

14

20

19

14 17

15 25

2513

50%0%

Among the top seven immigration policy priorities for Democrats, Republicans are most willing to accept a path to 
citizenship (42%), and partisans are most willing to compromise on increasing visas for research and innovation or 
for filling positions.
DEMOCRATIC PRIORITIES
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Partisan Compromises Key Findings

Democrats and Republicans are unlikely to compromise on most issues, but partisans come closer together in 

their views on providing visas to stimulate the U.S. economy.

• Among top Republican priorities, partisans are most likely to compromise on increasing visas for those who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies have been unable to find enough U.S. workers. 

• 52% of Democrats would accept this top Republican policy, and 18% of Republicans would be wiling to drop it as a policy 

priority area.

• Among top Democratic priorities, increasing visas for those who can support the U.S. economy for those who can fill positions 

and invest in research and innovation were the most unifying immigration policy priorities

• 30% of Republicans would accept increasing visas to fill positions and 26% would accept increasing visas for research and 

innovation.

• 20% of Democrats are willing to drop increasing visas to fill positions and 19% are willing to drop increasing visas for research 

and innovation.

1

2 Among Hispanic Democrats and Republicans, compromise is also not likely, but there are limited areas where 

opinion comes closer.

• Among top Republican priorities, 59% of Hispanic Democrats would be willing to accept providing support to immigrants as they 

integrate to the U.S., and 21% of Hispanic Republicans would be willing to drop this policy.

• Among top Democratic priorities, increasing visas for those investing in research and innovation and providing support with 

integration to the U.S. united the parties more than other policies.

• 35% of Republicans would accept increasing visas for research and innovation, and 27% would accept providing support with 

integration to the U.S. 

• 19% of Democrats are willing to drop increasing visas for research and innovation, and 17% are willing to drop providing 

support with integration to the U.S.
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38%

34%

26%

28%

23%

P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those 

fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, 

religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a 

particular social group.

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. 

including understanding the immigration process and requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies have been 

unable to find enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

Invest in systems like E-Verify that ensure employees are eligible to 

work in the U.S. to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.

Prevent migrants from crossing the borders without authorization.

Remove immigrants who are already inside the United States 

without authorization.

Nearly three in five Hispanic Democrats (59%) are willing to accept providing support to immigrants with integration 
to the U.S., and Hispanic partisan compromise is most likely on providing integration support, increasing visas for 
those filling positions, and increasing visas for research and innovation.

*The policy priority issue “Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, 

or membership in a particular social group” was not tested to see Democrats’ willingness to drop because it was also listed as one of the top Democratic priorities.

Hispanic Democrats willing to accept
Hispanic Republican priority

Hispanic Republicans willing to drop
Hispanic Republican priority

50%0%

59

52

44

39

25

21

18

18

11

15

1618

38

HISPANIC REPUBLICAN PRIORITIES
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24%

22%

P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Provide legal status and a means to earn citizenship under certain 

conditions, such as passing background checks or paying taxes for 

undocumented people who have lived in the country for a long period 

of time.

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. 

including understanding the immigration process and requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

their country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. 

economy through filling positions where companies have been 

unable to find enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

Provide permanent visas to those who received temporary visas 

granting refuge in the country and who have lived in the U.S. for 

many years.

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

their country due to extreme poverty or rampant crime that their 

country's government is unable or unwilling to address.

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those 

fleeing persecution in their country on account of their race, 

religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a 

particular social group.

Hispanic Democrats and Republicans most closely align on providing temporary visas for those fleeing war or armed 
conflict, and increasing visas for migrants filling positions or investing in research and innovation.

20

Hispanic Democrats willing to drop
Hispanic Democratic priority

Hispanic Republicans willing to accept
Hispanic Democratic priority

16%

16%

10%

10%

8%

50%0%

40

35

35

33

28

16

13

19

17

18

14 17

15 25

2513

HISPANIC DEMOCRATIC PRIORITIES
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33%

27%

8%

33%

Help Neither help nor hurt Hurt Don't know/No opinion

While more adults think immigrants hurt (40%) the country’s long-term economic recovery to COVID-19 
rather than help (23%), even shares of Hispanic adults think immigrants hurt and help (33% each) the 
economic recovery.

23%
25%

12%

40%

Help Neither help nor hurt Hurt Don't know/No opinion

E C O N OM IC  R E C OVER Y 

Based on what you know, do you think immigrants help or hurt the United States' long-term economic recovery to COVID-19?

HISPANIC ADULTSADULTS
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Republicans (68%) are more than 3x as likely as Democrats (20%) to say immigrants hurt the United 
States’ long-term economic recovery to COVID-19. Democrats (38%) are close to 5x as likely as 
Republicans (8%) to think immigrants help the country’s long-term economic recovery to COVID-19.

23% 25% 12%

24% 24% 8%

22% 26% 15%

31% 31% 15%

26% 21% 14%

17% 22% 11%

18% 24% 7%

38% 28% 14%

16% 28% 15%

8% 18% 6%

21% 27% 15%

24% 21% 9%

29% 26% 7%

40%

44%

37%

23%

38%

49%

51%

20%

42%

68%

37%

47%

39%

N=2200

N=1062

N=1138

N=655

N=358

N=751

N=436

N=935

N=616

N=650

N=1185

N=651

N=364Income: 100k+

Income: 50k-100k

Income: Under 50k

PID: Rep (no lean)

PID: Ind (no lean)

PID: Dem (no lean)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Adults

Help               Neither help nor hurt               Hurt               Don't know/No opinion               

E C O N OM IC  R E C OVER Y 

Based on what you know, do you think immigrants help or hurt the United States' long-term economic recovery to COVID-19?
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Hispanic Republicans are less likely than Republicans overall to say immigrants hurt the country’s long-
term economic recovery (58% vs. 68%).

E C O N OM IC  R E C OVER Y 

Based on what you know, do you think immigrants help or hurt the United States' long-term economic recovery to COVID-19?

HISPANIC ADULTS

33% 27% 8%

36% 26% 5%

30% 27% 11%

37% 29% 14%

39% 25% 6%

29% 30% 7%

25% 27% 8%

43% 30% 8%

28% 27% 8%

17% 19% 7%

35% 27% 9%

32% 23% 9%

29% 33%

33%

33%

32%

20%

30%

35%

40%

19%

36%

58%

29%

35%

35%Income: 100k+

Income: 50k-100k

Income: Under 50k

PID: Rep (no lean)

PID: Ind (no lean)

PID: Dem (no lean)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Hispanic Adults

Help               Neither help nor hurt               Hurt               Don't know/No opinion               

HISPANIC ADULTS
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Those who have heard more about the situation at the border in the past two weeks* are more likely to 
say immigrants hurt the United States’ long-term economic recovery to COVID-19 (46% vs. 26%). 

E C O N OM IC  R E C OVER Y 

23%

24%

22%

25%

23%

31%

40%

46%

26%

12%

7%

21%

All adults

Heard a lot/some about the border

Heard not much/nothing about the
border

Help Neither help nor hurt Hurt Don't know/No opinion

Based on what you know, do you think immigrants help or hurt the United States' long-term economic recovery to COVID-19?

Heard a lot/some about the border, N=1,608
Heard not much/nothing about the border, N=509 

*Wave 1 data from April 2-6, 2021
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The share of adults who say immigrants hurt the United States’ long-term economic recovery to 
COVID-19 has increased from 25% to 40% (+15%) since last May.

E C O N OM IC  R E C OVER Y 

29%

23%

27%

25%

25%

40%

20%

12%

May
2020

May
2021

Help Neither help nor hurt Hurt Don't know/No opinion

Based on what you know, do you think immigrants help or hurt the United States' long-term economic recovery to COVID-19?

May 2020 vs. May 2021

+15%
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There is bipartisan consensus that immigration should be an important policy space for the Biden-Harris 

administration and Congress to focus on this year.

• 89% of Democrats and 85% of Republicans say immigration should be an important priority for the Biden-Harris administration., 

including 51% of Democrats and 63% of Republicans say immigration should be a very important priority for Congress.

• There is also bipartisan consensus that the economy should be the most important policy priority for Congress to address, but 

partisans are divided on how important of a policy priority immigration should be for Congress (27% of Republicans vs. 7% of 

Democrats) when listed against other policy areas.

Top Issue Areas Key Findings

1

2 Adults have grown more negative about the impact of immigrants on the U.S. in terms of economic recovery 

from COVID-19.

• A plurality of adults (40%) think immigrants hurt the U.S. in terms of economic recovery from COVID-19, a 15% increase since 

May 2020.

• Republicans (68%) are more than 3x as likely as Democrats (20%) to say immigrants hurt the United States’ long-term 

economic recovery to COVID-19. On the other hand, Democrats (38%) are nearly 5x as likely as Republicans (8%) to think 

immigrants help the country’s long-term economic recovery to COVID-19.

Republicans who align closer to Donald Trump than the Republican Party place more importance on 

immigration over other issue areas like the economy or climate change.

• Republicans who identify closer to Donald Trump than the Republican Party (38%) are 15% more likely than those who align 

closer to the Republican Party (23%) to say immigration is their most important issue area.

3
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Adults are at least 3x more likely to rank the economy (51%) as the most important issue for Congress to 
address than the other tested issues. Nearly two in five adults (38%) rank climate change as least 
important.

20% 20%

27% 7%

21% 27%

18% 29%

14% 16%

15% 19% 26%

51% 11% 4%

11% 28% 13%

7% 27% 19%

16% 15% 38%

Infrastructure

Education

Immigration

Climate change

The economy

Rank: 1          Rank: 2          Rank: 3          Rank: 4          Rank: 5          

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

Below are current issues Congress is considering. Please rank how important should each of the following issue areas should be for 

Congress to address from 1 to 5, 1 being the most important, and 5 being the least important. 

A quarter of adults (26%) rank 

immigration as the least important issue.

1.9

3.5

3.2

3.1

3.4

Mean Ranking
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While there is consensus among both Republicans and Democrats that the economy should be the most 
important issue for Congress to address and education the least important issue, there are partisan divides on 
the importance of immigration and climate change.

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

Below are current issues Congress is considering. Please rank how important should each of the following issue areas should be for Congress to address 

from 1 to 5, 1 being the most important, and 5 being the least important. 

The economy

Climate change

Immigration

Education

Infrastructure

% Rank 1 (Most Important)

48267 118
545 27104 Democrats Republicans

The economy

Climate change

Immigration

Education

Infrastructure

48267 118
545 27104 Democrats Republicans

% Rank 5 (Least Important)

% Difference Dem - Rep

-6%

+21%

-20%

+1%

+4%

+2%

-41%

+21%

+4%

+14%

% Difference Dem - Rep

48

26

7

11

8

54

5

27

10

4

5

21

35

14

25

3

62

14

10

11
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About two in five Republicans who identify as closer to Donald Trump than the Republican Party (38%) rank 
immigration as the most important issue for Congress to address. Those who identify with the Republican 
Party over Trump (23%) are less likely to rank immigration as the most important issue.

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

Below are current issues Congress is considering. Please rank how important should each of the following issue areas should be for Congress to address from 1 to 5, 1 

being the most important, and 5 being the least important. 

The economy

Climate change

Immigration

Education

Infrastructure

% Rank 1 (Most Important)

Identify with Republican Party Identify with Donald Trump

The economy

Climate change

Immigration

Education

Infrastructure

% Rank 5 (Least Important)

Identify with Republican Party Identify with Donald Trump

0%

-18%

7%

8%

5%

% Difference Rep - Trump

+8%

+5%

-15%

-2%

+4%

% Difference Rep - Trump

Republican respondents were asked if they more closely identified with the Republican Party or 

with former president Donald Trump. Among Republicans, 64% identified closer to the 

Republican Party, where 31% identified as closer to Donald Trump.

57

6

23

9

5

49

1

38

11

1

3

58

16

12

12

76

9

4

7
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Similar to the general adult population, Hispanic adults favor the economy (53%) more than any other 
tested issue as the most important issue for Congress to address.

21% 23%

25% 6%

19% 24%

16% 30%

19% 16%

13% 20% 22%

53% 10% 5%

11% 31% 15%

7% 23% 24%

16% 16% 33%

Infrastructure

Education

Immigration

Climate change

The economy

Rank: 1          Rank: 2          Rank: 3          Rank: 4          Rank: 5          

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

Below are current issues Congress is considering. Please rank how important should each of the following issue areas should be for 

Congress to address from 1 to 5, 1 being the most important, and 5 being the least important. 

HISPANIC ADULTS

1.8

3.3

3.2

3.1

3.5

Mean Ranking

One in five Hispanic adults (22%) rank 

immigration as the least important issue.
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There is bipartisan consensus between Hispanic Republicans and Democrats that the economy should be the 
most important issue that Congress should address and education the least important, but there are wide 
partisan divides on immigration and climate change.

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

Below are current issues Congress is considering. Please rank how important should each of the following issue areas should be for Congress to address 

from 1 to 5, 1 being the most important, and 5 being the least important. 

The economy

Climate change

Immigration

Education

Infrastructure

% Rank 1 (Most Important)

48267 118
545 27104

Hispanic Democrats Hispanic Republicans

The economy

Climate change

Immigration

Education

Infrastructure

% Rank 5 (Least Important)

% Difference Dem - Rep

+2

+14

-19

+5

-3

+4

-37

+16

+2

+14

% Difference Dem - Rep

HISPANIC ADULTS

48267 118
545 27104

Hispanic Democrats Hispanic Republicans

51

22

8

11

7

49

8

27

6

10

7

20

26

17

30

3

57

10

15

16
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35%

8%
4%

43%

11%

A lot Some Not much Nothing at all Don't know/No
opinion

Three quarters of adults (73%) have heard a lot or some about the increase in the number of migrants at 
the U.S-Mexico border over the past 2 weeks, and 78% of Hispanic adults say the same.

35%

9%

4%

38%

14%

A lot Some Not much Nothing at all Don't know/No
opinion

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

*In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico 

border?

73%

23%

78%

19%

HISPANIC ADULTSADULTS

*Wave 1 data from April 2-6, 2021
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Older adults are more likely than younger adults to have heard a lot about the situation at the border in 
the past 2 weeks. Republicans (53%) are 21% more likely than Democrats (32%) to have heard a lot. 

35% 4%

36%

35% 5%

35% 6%

35% 8%

38%

32%

38%

38% 6%

29%

33% 5%

36%

44% 4%

38% 14% 9%

43% 12% 6%

32% 16% 12%

24% 19% 17%

26% 19% 12%

41% 13% 6%

63% 4%

32% 17% 9%

29% 15% 12%

53% 8% 7%

33% 17% 13%

45% 12% 6%

39% 9% 5%

N=2200

N=1062

N=1138

N=655

N=358

N=751

N=436

N=935

N=616

N=650

N=1185

N=651

N=364Income: 100k+

Income: 50k-100k

Income: Under 50k

PID: Rep (no lean)

PID: Ind (no lean)

PID: Dem (no lean)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Adults

A lot          Some          Don't know/No opinion          Not much          Nothing at all          

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

*In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico 

border?

Total A lot/Some

73%

79%

67%

59%

61%

79%

95%

70%

67%

82%

66%

81%

83%

*Wave 1 data from April 2-6, 2021
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Like adults overall, older Hispanic adults are more likely than younger Hispanic adults to have heard a 
lot about the situation at the border in the past 2 weeks. Hispanic Republicans are 16% more likely than 
Hispanic Democrats to have heard a lot.

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

*In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico 

border?
HISPANIC ADULTS
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35%
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36% 6%

38%

32%

36% 4%

33% 5%

34%

32% 4%

36%

40%

43% 11% 8%

46% 10% 8%

40% 12% 8%

29% 17% 13%

36% 12% 11%

46% 10% 4%

56% 7% 5%

39% 14% 7%

41% 10% 12%

55% 5% 5%

38% 14% 11%

46% 9% 6%

47% 7%Income: 100k+

Income: 50k-100k

Income: Under 50k

PID: Rep (no lean)

PID: Ind (no lean)

PID: Dem (no lean)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Hispanic Adults

A lot          Some          Don't know/No opinion          Not much          Nothing at all          

Total A lot/Some

78%

81%

75%

63%

72%

84%

88%

75%

74%

89%

70%

82%

87%

HISPANIC ADULTS

*Wave 1 data from April 2-6, 2021
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32%

5%
2%

5%

56%

A strong majority of adults (86%) and Hispanic adults (88%) say immigration policy should be 
important for the Biden-Harris administration this year, including about half or more of both groups 
who say it should be very important.

33%

6%
3%

5%

53%

Very
important

Somewhat 
important

Not too
important

Not at all 
important

Don't know/
No opinion

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

In your opinion, how important, if at all, should immigration policy be for the Biden-Harris administration to address this year?

Very
important

Somewhat 
important

Not too
important

Not at all 
important

Don't know/
No opinion

86%

9%

88%

7%

HISPANIC ADULTSADULTS
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Adults over age 65 (72%) are almost 2x as likely as those ages 18-34 or 35-44 (41% each) to say it is very 
important for the Biden-Harris administration to address immigration policy this year. Majorities of 
both Democrats (89%) and Republicans (85%) say immigration policy is important to address this year.

33% 5%

33%

33% 9%

36% 8%

37% 9%

33% 4%

24%
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30%

40%

53% 6%
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51% 5%

41% 11%

41% 8% 5%

59% 4%

72%

50% 6%

46% 6% 4%

63% 6% 4%

50% 7% 4%

60% 5%

50% 6%
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N=1138

N=655

N=358

N=751

N=436

N=935

N=616
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Income: 50k-100k

Income: Under 50k

PID: Rep (no lean)

PID: Ind (no lean)

PID: Dem (no lean)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Adults

Very important   Somewhat important   Don't know/No opinion   Not too important   Not at all important   

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

In your opinion, how important, if at all, should immigration policy be for the Biden-Harris administration to address this year?

86%

88%

84%

77%

78%

92%

96%

89%

81%

85%

82%

90%

90%

Total 
Very/Somewhat 

Important
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Roughly two thirds of Hispanic Republicans (68%) say it is very important for the Biden-Harris 
administration to address immigration policy this year, compared to 56% of Hispanic Democrats.

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

In your opinion, how important, if at all, should immigration policy be for the Biden-Harris administration to address this year?
HISPANIC ADULTS
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PID: Dem (no lean)
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Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Hispanic Adults

Very important   Somewhat important   Don't know/No opinion   Not too important   Not at all important   
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86%

89%

93%

Total 
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33%

6%
3% 4%

53%

More than four in five adults (85%) and Hispanic adults (86%) say immigration policy should be 
important for Congress this year.

32%

7%
2%

5%

53%

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

In your opinion, how important, if at all, should immigration policy be for Congress this year?

Very
important

Somewhat 
important

Not too
important

Not at all 
important

Don't know/
No opinion

Very
important

Somewhat 
important

Not too
important

Not at all 
important

Don't know/
No opinion

HISPANIC ADULTSADULTS

85%

9%

86%

9%
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Adults ages 65+ (75%) are about 2x as likely as those ages 18-34 (39%) to say immigration policy should 
be very important for Congress this year. A bipartisan majority of Democrats (51%) and Republicans 
(63%) say immigration should be very important for Congress this year.
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Gender: Female
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Adults

Very important   Somewhat important   Don't know/No opinion   Not too important   Not at all important   

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

In your opinion, how important, if at all, should immigration policy be for Congress this year?
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Very/Somewhat 
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Large majorities of both Hispanic Democrats (89%) and Hispanic Republicans (86%) say immigration 
policy should be important for Congress to address this year.

T O P  I S S U E AR E AS

In your opinion, how important, if at all, should immigration policy be for Congress this year?

HISPANIC ADULTS
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Men place more importance on removing immigrants than women, both among those who are already in the U.S. 
without authorization and those who are in the U.S. unauthorized and committed serious crimes post-arrival. More 
women than men see the policies focused on providing asylum as most important.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Adults Male Female

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 298 277

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 151 141

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 112 130

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 127 110

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 89 110

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 101 94

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 82 99

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 91 85

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 82 89

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 75 95

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 72 61

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 61 57

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 53 62

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 60 51

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 46 38

Average 

utility 

score
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Older adults are more likely than younger adults to place high importance on policy priorities focused on 
preventing immigrants from entering the U.S. and removing those without authorization.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Age: 18-34 Age: 35-44 Age: 45-64 Age: 65+

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 167 232 353 399

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 100 113 173 195

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 140 130 105 115

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 71 102 157 137

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 118 113 88 85

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 119 114 80 82

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 107 97 79 81

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 112 108 68 69

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 117 94 72 54

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 98 97 76 73

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 68 65 68 61

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 86 61 47 37

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 81 70 45 34

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 72 57 46 45

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 44 47 43 34
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Younger adults are more likely than older adults to say policy priorities focused on providing temporary 
or permanent refuge are important. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Age: 18-34 Age: 35-44 Age: 45-64 Age: 65+

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 167 232 353 399

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 100 113 173 195

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 140 130 105 115

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 71 102 157 137

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 118 113 88 85

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 119 114 80 82

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 107 97 79 81

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 112 108 68 69

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 117 94 72 54

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 98 97 76 73

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 68 65 68 61

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 86 61 47 37

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 81 70 45 34

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 72 57 46 45

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 44 47 43 34
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Although removing unauthorized immigrants is the most important policy across all age groups, the 
issue’s importance as an immigration priority increases significantly with age.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Age: 18-34 Age: 35-44 Age: 45-64 Age: 65+

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 167 232 353 399

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 100 113 173 195

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 140 130 105 115

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 71 102 157 137

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 118 113 88 85

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 119 114 80 82

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 107 97 79 81

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 112 108 68 69

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 117 94 72 54

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 98 97 76 73

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 68 65 68 61

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 86 61 47 37

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 81 70 45 34

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 72 57 46 45

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 44 47 43 34
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Adults with a post-grad degree place much less importance on removing all immigrants in the U.S. 
without authorization than adults of other education levels. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Educ: < College Educ: Bachelors degree Educ: Post-grad

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 306 237 259

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 154 135 118

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 112 137 154

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 134 95 67

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 95 110 112

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 88 112 128

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 87 99 103

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 79 101 116

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 85 86 86

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 81 98 89

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 63 75 66

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 62 54 49

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 57 60 56

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 55 58 56

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 42 44 40
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Adults with higher income place more importance than those with lower income on policy priorities 
focused on growing the U.S. economy from immigrants’ contributions.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Income: Under 50k Income: 50k-100k Income: 100k+

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 277 307 284

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 135 175 130

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 124 112 130

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 116 135 97

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 104 95 97

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 92 98 113

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 95 84 88

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 85 79 112

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 88 79 89

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 88 82 82

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 67 63 69

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them 

in the U.S.
59 69 46 47

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 61 51 59

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 56 53 57

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 42 41 44
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Removing unauthorized immigrants from the U.S. who committed serious crimes after arrival is far 
more important to white adults than adults of any other racial or ethnic groups.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Ethnicity: White Ethnicity: Hispanic Ethnicity: Black Ethnicity: Other

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 336 197 128 224

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 163 119 88 121

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 119 128 122 137

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 131 100 75 94

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 94 104 129 112

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 91 110 113 113

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 80 108 129 106

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth 

of the U.S. economy.
88 79 102 121 94

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 73 115 119 101

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 77 103 108 103

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 68 59 70 54

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 47 70 107 82

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 51 74 77 53

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 50 67 69 67

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 41 44 46 37
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Adults from suburban and rural communities place higher importance on removing unauthorized immigrants from 
the country and preventing unauthorized border migration than adults from urban communities. 

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Community: Urban Community: Suburban Community: Rural

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 223 319 316

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 116 161 159

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 137 117 109

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 88 136 127

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 109 95 97

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 115 91 85

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 103 84 86

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 104 81 76

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 108 75 73

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 98 79 78

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 65 64 73

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 60 55 63

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 71 48 58

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 60 52 56

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 44 40 43
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Adults from urban communities place higher importance than those from suburban or rural 
communities on policy priorities focused on growing the U.S. economy from immigrants’ contributions.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults Community: Urban Community: Suburban Community: Rural

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 223 319 316

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 116 161 159

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 137 117 109

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 88 136 127

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 109 95 97

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 115 91 85

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 103 84 86

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 104 81 76

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 108 75 73

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 98 79 78

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 65 64 73

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 60 55 63

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 71 48 58

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 60 52 56

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 44 40 43



65

Adults from the Northeast and West regions of the country align more closely across numerous 
immigration policy priorities, where adults from the Midwest and South hold more similar views.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Adults 4-Region: Northeast 4-Region: Midwest 4-Region: South 4-Region: West

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 276 302 297 267

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 141 145 156 135

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 119 113 119 135

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 120 118 124 109

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 103 100 95 107

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 106 95 90 104

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 95 89 83 102

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 96 88 83 88

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 81 90 83 89

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 84 83 80 97

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 60 73 71 57

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 56 50 63 62

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 59 58 60 52

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 59 51 55 57

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 44 43 43 38
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More White Evangelicals than non-Evangelicals say policy priorities that remove unauthorized immigrants or prevent 
unauthorized migration are important, although these policies rank as the three most important among both groups.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Adults White Evangelical Non-Evangelical

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes

after arrival.
287 346 335

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
146 183 155

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

122 98 103

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 118 159 145

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
100 81 93

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
97 78 93

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
91 75 84

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
88 67 78

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
85 68 79

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
85 70 80

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
66 75 64

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
59 46 49

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
58 47 52

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
55 60 49

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
42 48 41

Average 

utility 

score
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Hispanic women place higher priority than Hispanic men on policies about providing temporary or 
permanent refuge to immigrants.

M AX D IFF  AN AL YS I S  

Average 

utility 

score

Hispanic Adults Male Female

Remove immigrants in the U.S. w/o authorization and committed serious crimes after 

arrival.
208 206 210

Give permanent residency to those living in U.S. for many years after fleeing 

persecution due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or social group 

membership.

162 148 172

Provide visas for immigrants supporting U.S. economy by filling positions where 

companies can't find U.S. workers.
127 133 122

Give permanent refuge for those fleeing persecution due to race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or social group membership.
113 102 123

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to poverty or crime their 

country’s government can't or won't address.
108 100 115

Support immigrants with integration to U.S. including understanding requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a civics education.
100 99 101

Prevent immigrants not authorized to enter the U.S. under immigration laws from 

migrating at the border.
100 104 96

Give temporary refuge for those fleeing country due to war, armed conflict, or 

natural disasters.
97 89 104

Provide visas for immigrants investing in research and innovation for future growth of 

the U.S. economy.
96 106 88

Remove all immigrants already in the U.S. w/o authorization. 87 94 81

Invest in systems like E-Verify to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing 

work in the U.S.
73 80 67

Allow citizens and permanent residents to bring family members to live with them in 

the U.S.
69 70 67

Provide resources to immigrants pre-arrival about adjusting to the U.S. and 

employment, housing, finance, health care, or other needs.
68 67 69

Set immigration levels to counter population declines to sustain social security 

programs and maintain economic growth.
51 54 48

Invest in systems to prevent immigrants from entering the U.S. legally but overstay 

their visas.
41 48 36

HISPANIC ADULTS
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Republican priorities - Adults
P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Democrats who accept 

Republican priority

Republicans who will 

drop Republican 

priority

NET Support 

Democrats

NET Support 

Republicans

Prevent migrants from crossing the borders without authorization. 34% 16% +33 +76

Remove immigrants who are already inside the United States without 

authorization.
20% 18% -12 +56

Invest in systems like E-Verify that ensure employees are eligible to work in 

the U.S. to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing work in the U.S.
35% 11% +38 +66

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. economy through 

filling positions where companies have been unable to find enough U.S. 

workers to meet their workforce needs.

52% 18% +61 +14

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and innovation 

into new technologies or products for future growth of the U.S. economy.
46% 16% +59 +16

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. including 

understanding the immigration process and requirements, learning English, 

and receiving a basic civics education.

53% 14% +62 +25

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, nationality, 

political opinion, or membership in a particular social group.

*Not tested because 

Democratic priority
25% +56 -13
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Democratic priorities - Adults
P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Republicans who 

accept Democratic 

priority

Democrats who will 

drop Democratic 

priority

NET Support 

Democrats

NET Support 

Republicans

Provide permanent visas to those who received temporary visas granting 

refuge in the country and who have lived in the U.S. for many years.
25% 13% +61 +3

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, nationality, 

political opinion, or membership in a particular social group.

17% 14% +56 -13

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing their 

country due to extreme poverty or rampant crime that their country's 

government is unable or unwilling to address.

25% 15% +61 -7

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing their 

country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.
31% 14% +62 +14

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. economy 

through filling positions where companies have been unable to find enough 

U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

30% 20% +61 +14

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and innovation

into new technologies or products for future growth of the U.S. economy.
26% 19% +59 +16

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. including 

understanding the immigration process and requirements, learning English, 

and receiving a basic civics education.

33% 15% +62 +25

Provide legal status and a means to earn citizenship under certain 

conditions, such as passing background checks or paying taxes for 

undocumented people who have lived in the country for a long period of time.

42% 14% +65 +31
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Republican priorities – Hispanic Adults
P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Democrats who accept 

Republican priority

Republicans who will 

drop Republican priority

NET priority support 

Democrats

NET priority support 

Republicans

Prevent migrants from crossing the borders without authorization. 38% 15% +36 +75

Remove immigrants who are already inside the United States 

without authorization.
18% 16% -28 +50

Invest in systems like E-Verify that ensure employees are eligible to 

work in the U.S. to prevent unauthorized immigrants from pursuing work 

in the U.S.

39% 11% +48 +69

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. economy 

through filling positions where companies have been unable to find 

enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

52% 18% +10 +15

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

44% 18% +65 +29

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. 

including understanding the immigration process and requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

59% 21% +71 +28

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social 

group.

we did not test this 

because it is a priority for 

Dems

25% +60 -10
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Democratic priorities – Hispanic Adults
P AR T I S AN  C O M PR OM ISES

Republicans who accept 

Democratic priority

Democrats who will drop 

Democratic priority

NET priority support 

Democrats

NET priority support 

Republicans

Provide permanent visas to those who received temporary visas 

granting refuge in the country and who have lived in the U.S. for many 

years.

28% 18% +65 +7

Provide permanent visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

persecution in their country on account of their race, religion, 

nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social 

group.

20% 22% +60 -10

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

their country due to extreme poverty or rampant crime that their 

country's government is unable or unwilling to address.

23% 15% +59 -15

Provide temporary visas granting refuge and safety for those fleeing 

their country due to war, armed conflict, or natural disasters.
35% 13% +67 +6

Increase visas for foreign people who can support the U.S. economy 

through filling positions where companies have been unable to find 

enough U.S. workers to meet their workforce needs.

33% 17% +10 +15

Increase visas for foreign nationals who invest in research and 

innovation into new technologies or products for future growth of the 

U.S. economy.

35% 19% +65 +29

Provide support to immigrants with their integration to the U.S. 

including understanding the immigration process and requirements, 

learning English, and receiving a basic civics education.

27% 17% +71 +28

Provide legal status and a means to earn citizenship under certain 

conditions, such as passing background checks or paying taxes for 

undocumented people who have lived in the country for a long period of 

time.

40% 16% +72 +20
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R E S PON D EN T P R O FILE 

48%52%
Male

Female

Gender 

30%

16%

34%

20%

18-34

35-44

45-64+

65+

Age

69%

20%

11%

< College

Bachelors degree

Post-grad

Education

54%

30%

17%

Under $50k

$50k-100k

$100k+

Income

78%

16%

12%

9%

White

Hispanic

Black

Other

Ethnicity 

Wave 1 Demographic Information – Adults 

32%

45%

22%

Urban

Suburban

Rural

Community Type 

42%

28%

30%

Democrat (no lean)

Independent (no
lean)

Republican (no
lean)

Partisanship
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R E S PON D EN T P R O FILE 

48%52%
Male

Female

Gender 

30%

16%

34%

20%

18-34

35-44

45-64+

65+

Age

69%

20%

11%

< College

Bachelors degree

Post-grad

Education

54%

31%

15%

Under $50k

$50k-100k

$100k+

Income

78%

16%

12%

9%

White

Hispanic

Black

Other

Ethnicity 

25%

49%

26%

Urban

Suburban

Rural

Community Type 

38%

34%

28%

Democrat (no lean)

Independent (no
lean)

Republican (no
lean)

Partisanship

Wave 2 Demographic Information – Adults 



75

R E S PON D EN T P R O FILE 

Thinking about your political views, which of the following 

do you identify more strongly with? 

38%

35%

14%

9%

4%

A lot

Some

Not much

Nothing at all

Don't know/No opinion

In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about 

the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border?

Wave 1 Demographics (April 2-6 2021): Wave 2 Demographics (May 1-3):

Thinking about your political views, which of the following 

do you identify more strongly with? 

25%

35%

17%

15%

7%

A lot

Some

Not much

Nothing at all

Don't know/No opinion

In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about 

the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border?

64%

31%

5%

Republican Party

Donald Trump

Don't know/No opinion

64%

31%

5%

Republican Party

Donald Trump

Don't know/No opinion

Wave 1 and 2 Demographic Information – Adults 

Among Republicans [N=758]Among Republicans [N=756]
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R E S PON D EN T P R O FILE

50%50%
Male

Female

Gender 

11%

39%

21%

29%

18-34

35-44

45-64+

65+

Age

59%

25%

16%

< College

Bachelors degree

Post-grad

Education

44%

37%

19%

Under $50k

$50k-100k

$100k+

Income

35%

49%

16%

Urban

Suburban

Rural

Community Type 

49%

28%

23%

Democrat (no lean)

Independent (no
lean)

Republican (no
lean)

Partisanship

Wave 1 Demographic Information – Hispanic Adults
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R E S PON D EN T P R O FILE

50%50%
Male

Female

Gender 

11%

39%

21%

29%

18-34

35-44

45-64+

65+

Age

59%

25%

16%

< College

Bachelors degree

Post-grad

Education

46%

36%

18%

Under $50k

$50k-100k

$100k+

Income

29%

53%

18%

Urban

Suburban

Rural

Community Type 

41%

37%

22%

Democrat (no lean)

Independent (no
lean)

Republican (no
lean)

Partisanship

Wave 2 Demographic Information – Hispanic Adults
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R E S PON D EN T P R O FILE

Thinking about your political views, which of the following 

do you identify more strongly with? 

In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about 

the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border?

Wave 1 Hispanic Demographics (April 1-5): Wave 2 Hispanic Demographics (April 30-May 3):

Thinking about your political views, which of the following 

do you identify more strongly with? 

31%

39%

18%

8%

4%

A lot

Some

Not much

Nothing at all

Don't know/No opinion

In the past 2 weeks, how much have you seen, read, or heard about 

the increase in the number of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border?

Wave 1 and 2 Demographic Information – Hispanic Adults

Among Republicans [N=275]

43%

35%

11%

8%

4%

A lot

Some

Not much

Nothing at all

Don't know/No opinion

66%

29%

5%

Republican Party

Donald Trump

Don't know/No opinion

62%

30%

8%

Republican Party

Donald Trump

Don't know/No opinion

Among Republicans [N=279]




