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PANELISTS 
 

DANIEL A. ACOSTA RIVAS  

American University 

@Dan06A 
 
Daniel A. Acosta Rivas is the American University chapter president of 

Students for Free Expression—the foudning chapter of that 
organization. He is also co-president of the campus’ Young Americans 

for Liberty (YAL). For his work with YAL in 2018, Mr. Acosta Rivas won 
first place in the “Let Them Speak” campaign run by the Foundation 

for Individual Rights in Education.  

 
Born in Caracas, Venezuela, Mr. Acosta Rivas developed a commitment to freedom of expression thanks 

to his parents, two journalists who stood up to the Chavista regime. He is a junior at American University, 
where he studies economics, political science, and communications.   

 

 

ALEC GREVEN 
University of Richmond 

@AlecGreven 
 
Alec Greven is a member of the University of Richmond’s Student Senate. 

In 2018, he authored a resolution calling for a statement protecting free 
expression at the University, which passed unanimously. As part of his 

role with student government, Mr. Greven serves as joint chairman of the 
Special Activities Commission on Freedom of Expression. He is also a 

representative for the Foundation of Individual Rights in Education, 

working to create explicit legal protections for free speech.  
 

Mr. Greven is a New York Times bestselling author, whose five books 
(begining with How to Talk to Girls in 2008) have been published in over 

20 languages. He is a junior at the University of Richmond, where he studies leadership and philosophy, 
politics, economics, and law in addition to writing for the student newspaper, The Collegian.  
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JENNIFER GUREV 

Claremont McKenna College  
 
Jennifer Gurev is co-president of the ALL IN Campus Democracy 

Challenge at Claremont McKenna College, which focuses on increasing 

voter turnout among undergraduates through discussion of 
contemporary political issues. She also works at the Mgrublian Center for 

Human Rights. Throughout her undergraduate career, Ms. Gurev has 
facilitated dialogue between differing points of view. As a leader of pro-

Israel and Jewish organizations at Claremont McKenna, she worked with 
adminstrators to host Israeli, Palestinian, and American delegates from 

the 2000 Camp David Summit.  

 
Ms. Gurev is a senior at Claremont McKenna, where she studies 

philosophy, politics, and economics. She has also attended the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and 
interned for Congresswoman Doris Matsui and the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.  
 

 
MANU MEEL 

University of California, Berkeley  

@BridgeUSA_ 
 
Manu Meel is the CEO of BridgeUSA, a national organization dedicated 

to improving political culture on college campuses. With the help of an 
ambitious team of students, BridgeUSA has become a leading 

multipartisan student organization on free expression issues.  

 
An avid political entrepreneur, Mr. Meel has advanced pro-democracy 

efforts nationally, and is leading the policy operation for a Baltimore 
mayoral candidate. In the past, Mr. Meel has worked for AEI in 

Washington D.C. and has worked at the Department of State as a political analyst in counterterrorism. 
His work has been featured in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and other media platforms. 

Mr. Meel is a senior at UC Berkeley, where he studies political science. 
 

 

JIMMY THOMPSON 
Brown Universiy 

 

Jimmy Thompson is president of SPEAK, a student coalition at Brown 

University promoting ideological diversity. Since 2017, SPEAK has 
published annual reports detailing the political leanings of speakers 

invited to Brown. Their 2018 and 2019 reports found that in lectures 

related to U.S. politics, approximately 93% of speakers in both years 
leaned left on the political spectrum.  

 
Mr. Thompson has led SPEAK since 2018 and is currently focused on 

incorporating feedback the organization has received from campus 
community members. He is a senior at Brown University, where he studies economics, history, and 
political science.  
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MODERATOR 

 
JACQUELINE PFEFFER MERRILL 

Director of the Campus Free Expression Project, Bipartisan Policy 

Center 

@JPfefferMerrill 
 
Jacqueline Pfeffer Merrill is the director of the BPC Campus Free 

Expression Project. Prior to joining BPC, Dr. Merrill was the executive 
director of the Fund for Academic Renewal, a program of the American 

Council of Trustees and Alumni.  
 

Earlier in her career, Dr. Merrill served on the faculties of St. John’s 

College (Annapolis), known for its Great Books curriculum, and the 
College of William & Mary. She has also taught at Duke University, the University of Calgary, Humboldt 

Universität zu Berlin, and in the college program at Maryland’s only prison for women. Her articles and 
essays have appeared in venues including Society, Law & Liberty, and Philanthropy. Dr. Merrill earned her 

BA (First Class Honours) from the University of Calgary and her M.A. and Ph.D. from Duke University. 


