
Early Childhood 
Initiative

Every week in the U.S., almost 12 million children younger than age 5—over 60 percent of 
that population—are in a regular child care arrangement their parents have chosen for them. 
As the future innovators, workers, and leaders upon whom our nation’s long-term security and 
prosperity depends, they are America’s most important asset. It was against this backdrop 
that our first report authored by former Sen. Rick Santorum and former Rep. George Miller 
determined “in the search for effective strategies to secure the long-term health and 
prosperity of our democracy, America’s youngest children, keepers of our common 
future, are an obvious place to start.”

BPC’s Early Childhood Initiative explores how our nation can better support young children and 
their families to make sure all Americans can start the journey of life with a fair shot at realizing 
their full potential and becoming successful adults. The initiative ultimately seeks to identify how 
the early childhood system could be more effective and efficient and recommend how our nation 
will finance this important investment. 
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From the Ground Up: Improving Child  
Care and Early Learning Facilities
This catalog provides examples of federal, 
state, and local models addressing child care 
facility-related challenges. It builds off BPC’s 
Early Learning Facilities Policy Framework, 
which provides recommendations on how to 
support facilities improvements.

Creating an Integrated, Efficient Early  
Care and Education System to Support 
Children and Families
This state-by-state analysis explores whether 
states are making progress improving 
integration and governance of ECE programs. 
BPC created a scoring system to compare and 
rank states in terms of their relative success. 

Recent Work
Early Head Start-Child Care 
Partnerships: Spotlighting Early 
Successes Across America 
This report highlights 12 EHS-CCP programs 
and makes recommendations for improving 
the program for its continued success.

TANF and Early Childhood
This report and accompanying state fact 
sheets analyze how each state spent its TANF 
funding to better understand how it supports 
child care activities.

A Bipartisan Case for Early Childhood 
Development 
ECI co-chairs make recommendations on how 
to maximize children’s earliest years, provide 
better support to families, and build stronger 
communities.



Learn more at bipartisanpolicy.org/early-childhood.

In the News

Child Care is Infrastructure. We Should Treat It That Way 
March 2019 | Roll Call

Millions of American parents dropped their children off at a child care facility this morning. 
Chances are many of those facilities don’t meet basic health and safety standards. Though we 
know the quality of a facility, whether a formal center or a family home care site, is directly 
linked to a child’s development and well-being, we also know most places are far from optimal.

Let’s Put Politics Aside for the Wellbeing of America’s Children and Families 
March 2019 | The Hill

A growing body of research shows that Americans recognize early childhood development 
as critical to the wellbeing of the nation. Across the country, states in all shades of red, 
blue and purple are stepping up to develop policies and invest in working families and 
young children. At the federal level, several policy proposals have been introduced in 
2019, and we are sure to see additional ideas throughout the upcoming election cycle.

The Youngest Victims of the Opioid Crisis Deserve Better 
December 2018 | Roll Call

The opioid epidemic has hollowed out communities across the country and touched the lives  
of Americans of all ages. But we know disturbingly little about the youngest victims of this crisis: 
babies born with a type of opioid withdrawal called neonatal abstinence syndrome, or NAS. 
While research on the impacts of NAS is just beginning, the importance of a child’s first  
year of life cannot be overstated.

One Way to Fix the Child Care Crisis? Look to the Tax Law 
December 2018 | Roll Call

If Opportunity Zones are to succeed, community leaders, investors and public officials must 
ensure that the incentive is used to fund projects that contribute to the public good, and not  
just private development that would have happened with or without the tax break. Investing in 
child care not only offers a powerful path to economic development, it also improves the  
lives of America’s families.


