
 

March 16, 2012 
 
Chairman Tim Johnson     Ranking Member Richard Shelby 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing   Senate Committee on Banking, Housing 
and Urban Affairs     and Urban Affairs 
534 Dirksen Senate Office Building   534 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20510     Washington, DC, 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Johnson and Ranking Member Shelby, 
 

We strongly believe that a nuclear Iran represents the most pressing threat to the national 
security of the United States.  The sanctions legislation you passed out of your committee last month 
is an important step towards arresting Iran’s nuclear progress, but because time is quickly running 
out, we believe such sanctions will be more effective if paired with a regular assessment of Iran’s 
nuclear progress and the impact sanctions are having on it. 

 
We are proud to have served as co-chairs of the Iran Task Force at the Bipartisan Policy 

Center and have authored a report, released in February 2012, that calls for a robust and 
comprehensive triple-track strategy towards Iran, involving the simultaneous pursuit of diplomacy, 
sanctions, and visible credible preparations for a military option of last resort. We remain deeply 
concerned that Iran is making rapid progress in its enrichment program while continuing to deny 
United Nations inspectors access to suspected weaponization sites and to make threatening 
statements to our allies and the international community.  The most recent report from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), released last month, showed that Iran has made 
troubling progress towards nuclear capability.  Specifically, Iran has overcome technical hurdles in 
order to double its uranium enrichment rate since 2009, is enriching uranium to even higher levels, 
testing new, more effective centrifuge models, has moved its enrichment work to a previously 
undisclosed, underground facility and is continuing its weaponization program.   

 
Our choice of policy must be mindful of these time constraints. We applaud your efforts to 

bring attention to this matter and the swift action you took moving the Iran Sanctions, Accountability 
and Human Rights Act out of your committee last month.  While these strict sanctions are a necessary 
and important step, we believe they will be most effective if they are accompanied by a requirement 
for regular assessments of their impact on Iran’s nuclear progress by an independent review panel.  
Attached, please find a proposal authored by the Bipartisan Policy Center’s Iran Task Force which 
articulates several options for regular and thorough assessment of U.S. sanctions against Iran.   With 
the dramatic advancement of Iran’s nuclear program, sanctions need to be calibrated to the progress 
Iran is making toward a nuclear weapon capability. Determining the degree to which sanctions are 
working requires a complicated assessment of the rate of progress of Iran’s nuclear program, the 
effect of sanctions on Iran’s economy, and the relationship between these two issues.  Additionally, 
there is little reliable, comprehensible, public information about the status of Iran’s nuclear program.  

 
As the Iran Sanctions, Accountability and Human Rights Act moves to full consideration 

before the Senate, we urge you to consider including strong language mandating regular assessments 
by an independent review board, which will determine the degree to which sanctions are forcing Iran 
to slow down or cease nuclear development.  This non-political panel will then make its findings and 
analysis available to lawmakers and the public.   
 



It is clear we must take action on Iran.  We look forward to your reply to this letter and to 
working with you in the coming weeks to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons through any 
means necessary. 

 
Very Truly Yours,  

 

   
 

Senator Charles S. Robb  General Charles F. Wald, USAF (ret.) 
    


