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 Establish a working relationship with Congress – Regularly 
scheduled meetings between the president and congressional 
leadership should be established to set priorities on legislative 
agendas and restore trust between the White House and Congress, 
starting with an agreement on the debt ceiling extension.

 Pass immigration reform – Demonstrate support for the House 
process on immigration and a willingness to work with Congress. 

 Address the nation’s housing challenges – Transition to a housing 
finance system where the private sector bears the predominant 
credit risk and Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac are wound down 
and replaced with a limited and explicit government guarantee. 
Maximize resources for affordable housing.

 Change the Medicare trajectory – Meaningfully reduce the high cost 
of health care in Medicare through models of care that promote 
value and quality and move away from today’s volume-driven fee-
for-service payment system. 

 Reboot the energy conversation – Call for real progress on 
achievable bipartisan energy priorities, including energy efficiency, 
enhanced development of domestic energy sources, protection 
of the electric grid from cyber attacks and increased funding for 
energy innovation.  

 Set the stage for comprehensive tax reform – Work with Congress 
now to lay the foundation for tax reform in 2015. 

 Get the American people back to work – Reach across party lines to 
extend long-term unemployment by making a true commitment to 
reform unemployment insurance, and consolidate and retool the 
broken patchwork system of existing workforce training programs. 

 Grow the economy – Prioritize investments in energy innovation, 
infrastructure and housing. 

The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) 

hopes the president will include the 

following items in tonight’s State of 

the Union address, making them 

a priority for his 2014 agenda. 

BPC sees these as opportunities 

for our nation’s political leaders in 

the White House and Congress to 

forge solutions to our most urgent 

problems. 

Through ongoing projects on the 

budget and fiscal policy, energy, 

health care, national security, 

housing and immigration, BPC has 

demonstrated that Democrats and 

Republicans can work together 

to address serious issues facing 

Americans.

 Join the #SOTU conversation 
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