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Every year, millions of Americans have their lives
The number of
upended by catastrophic weather events and
billion-dollar natural
disasters in the U.S.
natural disasters, including devastating
in 2020 – the highest
hurricanes, wildfires, and floods—the costliest
number ever.
type of natural disaster. The overwhelming
scientific consensus is that climate patterns will
continue to shift and extreme weather events will continue to grow more frequent and severe.
It is long past time to invest more proactively and e fectively in lood
adaptation and resilience—to save lives, reduce costs, and prepare America’s
communities for the future.

Flood Risk: 2020 to 2050

Costs of Flooding

Research shows that 1.7 times more properties
are at substantial risk of flooding than
outdated FEMA designations currently suggest.

From 1980-2019, the U.S. had 32 flood events where
damages exceeded $1 billion. As flooding becomes
more frequent and severe, those costs will rise.

2020: 1 in 10 properties at substantial risk of
flooding or 14.6 million properties in total

$900 billion: total cost of flooding in the U.S.
since 2000

2050: 10.9% more properties (16.2 million) at
substantial risk of flooding due to higher seas
and stronger, more frequent storms

61%: expected growth in annual losses from
flooding across the U.S. in 30 years
(from $20 billion to $32.2 billion annually)

Flood risk is more extensive than previously thought.
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Depending on a community’s specific risks, capabilities, and needs, there are many ways to protect
against flooding, for example:

Bioretention

Seawalls

Daylighting/Stream Restoration

Sewer Overflow Tunnels

Elevated or Floating Homes

Wetlands Restoration

For more information on how to build flood resilience for communities of every size, download the
American Flood Coalition’s “Adaptation for All Guide”
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1. Saves money: Every $1 spent on mitigation saves
$4 to $7 that would have been spent following a
disaster.
2. Creates jobs: Every billion dollars invested in
lood infrastructure projects could lead to 40,000
new jobs in the construction and retail trade
industries.
3. Protects small businesses: 90% of small
businesses close within a year if they are not able to
re-open within ive days of a natural disaster.
4. Stimulates local economies: An analysis of
projects in Coastal Louisiana found that 80% of
subcontracts went to businesses located in Coastal
Louisiana parishes and 99% of subcontracts went to
businesses in Louisiana.
Source: American Flood Coalition
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Three key priorities to promote lood adaptation and community
resilience:
1. Invest in planning programs, capacity building, and technical assistance.
2. Fund and inance projects that reduce lood risk and build resilience
before disasters hit.
3. Build back stronger after disasters expose vulnerabilities.
Below are steps that Congress and the administration can take to
advance these priorities across federal agencies.

FEMA
Fully fund and increase

HUD
Permanently authorize the






NOAA
Increase funding for coastal

USACE
Address backlog of authorized

EPA
Provide substantial investment in

DOT
Create a competitive grant





transparency of the Building
Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities program
Fund technical support for lowcapacity communities
Modernize and improve the
accuracy of floodplain mapping

restoration programs, such as the
National Coastal Resilience Fund

the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund
Set aside a portion of CWSRF
funds for the green project reserve

Check out additional resources from
the Bipartisan Policy Center and the
American Flood Coalition to learn
more about:

How lood resilient infrastructure
create jobs
Adaptation priorities for an
infrastructure package
Infrastructure investment
opportunities to drive resilience
The fundamentals of disaster
response reform

Community Development Block
Grants for Disaster Recovery
program, including a set-aside for
mitigation
Codify practices that encourage
resilient rebuilding, including
nature-based solutions

ecosystem restoration and flood
risk reduction projects

program to increase resilience of
transportation assets
Require FHWA Emergency Relief
funds be used to make mitigation
improvements to repeatedly
damaged assets
Create a pre-disaster mitigation
program for repeatedly flooded
assets
Ensure resilience projects are
eligible for formula funds and
prioritized in competitive programs
Add a resilience goal to the
National Highway Performance
Program





