Supporting Small Child Care Businesses During COVID-19: A Roundtable Discussion
April 23, 2021 | 1pm – 2pm ET
Panelist Bios

Rheitta Ohene-Amoako
Executive Director, Learning Hive
Lawrenceville, GA

Rheitta Ohene-Amoako is the Executive Director of Learning Hive in
Lawrenceville, GA. She is a wife and mother of five wonderful children—all
Archer High graduates—GO TIGERS!
In 2004, Rheitta took a leap of faith, resigned from her corporate job to
pursue her passion of working with children. She started her childcare program as a licensed in-home
provider and has grown Learning Hive into a Quality Rated Programs. Her goal is to take all the
knowledge she has gained over the years to create an environment where children can thrive and reach
their highest potential. She believes in the saying "It takes a village to raise a child.” Every adult in a
child’s life plays an integral role in ensuring the child is safe, loved, and given every opportunity to reach
their fullest potential. She holds herself and her team accountable for creating a healthy, wholesome
educational environment for every family they have the privilege of serving.

Angie Paulson
Director, Cuddle Bugs Daycare
Missoula, MT
Angie Paulson is the co-director/co-owner of Cuddle Bugs Daycare and
Preschool in Missoula, MT. She graduated from the University of
Montana with a bachelor’s degree in Social Work in 1995. She worked in
the field of child abuse prevention for 5 years before opening Cuddle
Bugs Daycare and Preschool.
She started Cuddle Bugs Daycare in 2000 with her best friend, Jodi Feist, in order to provide quality child
care to their children. After 21 years, it has been an adventure! Cuddle Bugs is a small center, serving 31
children from ages 6 weeks to 6 years old. Cuddle Bugs strives to provide a home-like atmosphere for
children to thrive, learn and develop their cognitive, social, emotional and physical skills.
Angie Paulson is a proud mom of two grown boys. Her oldest will commission into the US Army later
this month. Her youngest is studying to be a commercial airline pilot.

Jessica Quinn
Owner/Director, Happy Hours Learning Center
Aberdeen, NJ
Jessica is a certified teacher with her P-3 certification. She has owned Happy
Hours for over 10 years and prior to that had over 10 years of experience in
early childhood as both a teacher and administrator. Her center is a 4-Star
rated Grow NJ Kids center.

NaRhea Salzbrenner
Owner/Director, Birdie's Nest Child Care Center
Davenport, IA
NaRhea has been a teacher for 10 years. She owns and directs a program
in Davenport, Iowa serving over 100 children. NaRhea has a Bachelors in
Elementary Education with endorsements in English and language arts and
early childhood. She is currently pursuing her Masters in Early Childhood
Education. Her program is on the CACFP, is QRS-rated, and is partner site for statewide voluntary
preschool with the local school district. Her program was also voted as one of the top child care centers
and preschools in the Quad Cities area.

June Shillito
Director, Yates Baptist Child Development Center
Durham, NC
June Shillito entered the early care and education profession through the
“Mommy route”—when her third child was in preschool, the director
asked her to substitute occasionally. This led to a job, and although June
initially saw this as a short-term occupation, she discovered that she loved
to work with children!
June began to take classes in early childhood education and then received her associate’s degree from
Durham Technical Community College. She soon had the opportunity to direct a half-day parent
cooperative program, which she did for 8 years while also working toward her M.Ed. at the University of
North Carolina, with a concentration in early childhood intervention and family studies.
June is now the director of Yates Baptist Child Development Center, a 5-star-rated high-quality program
in Durham, NC. The program is a mission of the Yates Baptist Church and was founded in 1966. There
are five classrooms with children ranging from 2 months to age 5. Since June became the director of
Yates in 2016, the program has maintained the highest quality standards and renewed their 5-star rating
(2017) and accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (June 2019). In
addition, June serves on the Durham Pre-K Governance Committee as a provider representative.

