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Conclusion

In mobilizing private and public resources to meet the challenge of 

a rapidly expanding senior population that seeks to age in place, it 

will be critical to validate the following fundamental propositions 

that lie at the nexus between housing and health care: 

• �The longer-term savings and other benefits associated with 

aging in place will at least partially offset the shorter-term 

financial costs that are incurred to facilitate it. 

• �If the elderly are able to live safely in their own homes 

and communities further into their senior years rather 

than moving to more expensive nursing homes and other 

institutions, the costs incurred by federal and state health 

care programs will be reduced. 

• �By creating communities that enable seniors to remain 

productive members of society, all Americans will benefit 

from the many valuable contributions these seniors will 

make through activities like volunteering and providing 

assistance to other older households, while adding to  

the diversity and multigenerational fabric of  

America’s neighborhoods.
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